PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Happy Holidays to our HBB Partners!
From Kevin S. Tenpas, President-CEO

We have enjoyed another very successful
year a Heartland Business Bank
generating record profitability due to the
hard work of a very dedicated team which
| am proud to work with. One of the ways
we measure success is with awards
received by our PARTNERS. A few of
those successes are outlined in this
newdetter. Russ Schuler has been a
guiding force within HBB and | am very
proud to have worked side by side with
Russ the last seven years. Congratulations, Russ, on a very
well-deserved award from the University of Wisconsin. With
Russ' pending retirement, | would like to specialy recognize
my Senior Management Team of Craig Aderhold, Pam Dekker
and Mark Maurer who have developed into very strong leaders
within HBB and have us positioned to continue to grow as the
leader in creative financing solutions.

| believe Raph Waldo Emerson said it best when he defined
success:

“To laugh often and much;
to win the respect of intelligent persons and the affection of
children; to earn the approbation of honest critics and
endure the betrayal of false friends;
to appreciate beauty; to find the best in others; to give of one's
self; to leave the world a bit better, whether by a healthy child,
a garden patch or a redeemed social condition; to have played
and laughed with enthusiasm and sung with exaltation; to know
even one life has breathed easier because you have lived -- this
is to have succeeded!”

May all be calm, may al be bright, may all within your home
delight in every joy of Christmas.

God Bless,
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HONORS GO TO RUSS SCHULER

Please join al of us a Heartland Business Bank in
congratulating Russ Schuler. As the Chairman and Co-Founder
of Heartland Business Bank, Russ has helped to provide
millions of dollars in loans to agribusinesses throughout
Wisconsin and the nation.  Because of Mr. Schuler's
contributions to business growth and rural development, the
College of Agricultural & Life Sciences of the University of
Wisconsin-Madison has selected him for a 2005 Honorary
Recognition Award.

“Under Russ leadership, Heartland has made a tremendous
contribution to economic development in Wisconsin, including
development in rural areas’, says Richard Bishop, a professor of
agriculture and applied economics.

Since 1909, the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences has
honored nearly 500 people who have given generously of their
time and talent to improve society. The Distinguished Service
Award, established in 1994, is given to individuals within the
UW to recognize outstanding service to the University and
beyond.

1 . |
All of Heartland Business Bank -- L to R Craig Aderhold, Market President NE
Wisconsin; Pam Dekker, Senior Vice President; Honoree, Russ Schuler; Mark
Maurer, Market President
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INTERNATIONAL STONE: ROCK SOLID
GROWTH

International Stone, Inc. has the distinction of being the first
Heartland Business Bank customer in the New England office.
The company is now the largest importer and instaler of
custom-made granite kitchen countertopsin New England.

Due to the continuing strong demand for its products, the
company has added two new locations within the last year,
bringing the total to five New England states. The first location
was a new state of the art production facility in Salem, New
Hampshire. The second was a satellite production/warehouse
facility in Cranston, Rhode Idand. Joanne Gemellaro, who
founded International Stone in 1995, said when asked about the
new facilities, “We continue to be the beneficiary of the
building and remodeling boom that has occurred in the last
severa years'.

Along with the new production capabilities in New Hampshire,
the facility will house a new designer showroom that will be
open to the public, interior designers, architects and custom
homebuilders. The showroom will include kitchen vignettes that
will display complimentary countertops, cabinetry, appliances,
lighting and flooring. When the showroom is complete it will
allow the company to sell directly to the public further
increasing its visibility within the community.

When asked about her decision to move her banking
relationship to Heartland Business Bank, Mrs. Gemellaro said “I
am very happy to be involved with a partner that understands
my business. With the growth that we continue to experience,
that is what we really need; a true partner and not just a bank”.
Charlie Ciovacco is the HBB Business Banker who is working
with International Stone.

International Stone continues to serve a wide array of customers
including being a preferred vendor for The Home Depot family
of stores. The company prides itself on the quality of its granite
which is hand picked by Mrs. Gemellaro in Italy. With an eye
for exceptional customer service and quality products,
International Stone has built a rock solid foundation in New
England.

HEARTLAND CLIENTSRECOGNIZED

Northport Corporation of St. Cloud, located in Gillett,
Wisconsin, was awarded a special judge's award at the
Manufacturing Awards of Distinction ceremony held in Green
Bay on Wednesday, November 9". The award was presented
due to the company’s 23 year dedication to strengthening
manufacturing in Northeastern Wisconsin.  Unlike other
businesses in rural Wisconsin that have closed or relocated,
Northport has made a commitment to remain in Gillett.
Northport manufactures several lines of boats for recreational
fishing and pleasure under the Mirrocraft brand.

L-R Bruce Mommaerts-Oconto Cty. Economic Dev .Corp., Roger Belongia-
Northport, Gillett Mayor Thomas Lietz, Jason Blazek-Northport, Julie
Lemminger-HBB, Mike Belongia-Northport, Dan Boettcher-Northport, Craig
Aderhold-HBB

Also, Wisconsin Aluminum Foundry was named the 2005
winner in the Large Category at the ceremony that evening.
WAF has a long and illustrious history in the Manitowoc area
dating back to its formation in 1909 by Abraham Schwartz.
Throughout its history as a manufacturer of non-ferrous
castings, pressure cookers, and griddles, WAF has been a very
important employer in Manitowoc County. The company, which
is still family owned, provides a stable source of employment
and has supported many familiesin our lakeshore area for along
time, as evidenced by WAF receiving a MOTY Award for their
Dedication to Wisconsin Workers. They aso continually
demonstrate and look for innovative approaches to protect the
environment with a level of effort that goes beyond what is
required by regulatory compliance. Because of these efforts
they won the Governor's Award for Excellence in
Environmental Performance earlier this year.

L-R Bob Braun-WAF, Scott Ziarnik-WAF, Jim Hatt-WAF, Pam Dekker-HBB,
Kory Brockman-WAF, Mark Maurer-HBB

CONTACT INFORMATION

Sheboygan, W1 800-793-6001 or 920-803-6000

Green Bay, WI  877-983-5001 or 920-983-5000
Boston, MA 888-465-4620 or 978-465-4620
Minneapolis, MN 763-746-2887

We appreciate your comments! |f you would prefer to
receive our “Business Update” via e-mail or to betaken off
the mailing list, please call toll free 1-877-983-5001, fax (920)
983-2980 or e-mail: partner @thehbb.com
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