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WAF CELEBRATES SUCCESS 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Pictured above is the management team from Wisconsin 
Aluminum Foundry Company, Inc. – one of Heartland Business 
Bank’s cornerstone clients.  On March 2, 2006, WAF was 
honored during the Manufacturer of the Year Awards ceremony 
held at the Pfister Hotel in Milwaukee, WI.  WAF, nominated 
by Heartland Business Bank, was a Special Award Winner 
receiving recognition for Overcoming Obstacles.  While WAF 
has faced significant challenges both internally and within a 
difficult industry, it today stands poised for continued growth 
and increased exposure in their market.   
 
This impressive management team has recognized the need to 
be flexible in order to maintain and expand on the success the 
company has experienced.  They are a one stop shop offering 
engineering, machining, heat treatment, impregnation and 
robotics to their clients.  The company dates back to 1909 when 
they formed as a manufacturer of non-ferrous castings, pressure 
cookers and griddles.   WAF has positioned itself as a leader in 
the industry.  Management’s focus on continuous improvement 
enables the company to successfully compete in the foundry 
industry and keep jobs in Wisconsin.   
 
Congratulations WAF!  
 
 

 
HUNDREDS ROUND UP 

FOR CULVER’S CONVENTION 
                                        
 
Mark Maurer, Market President in Sheboygan, recently attended 
the Culver’s Convention in San Antonio, Texas.  The 
convention was attended by over 700 people including 
franchisees and their families, vendor partners and guest 
speakers.   
 
Franchisees were honored for a variety of achievements.  
Among the recipients were Heartland Business Bank clients 
 
      Brad and Sandi Johnson Traverse City, MI 
      Gary and Kari Strom  Olathe, KS 
      Bret and Cathy Friestedt Bloomington, IL 
      Gary and Jill Beres  Waukesha, WI-Sunset 
 
The guest speakers included Jerry Morris and Jeff Gordon.  
Jerry Morris spoke of his real life journey of chasing his dream 
of becoming a big league pitcher, which was made into a recent 
Disney movie—“The Rookie”—starring Dennis Quaid.  Morris 
told his story of how he never lost sight of his dreams.   With 
the encouragement of the high school baseball team that he 
coached and the support of his wife, he embarked upon a 
comeback journey that led to the remarkable story of a 35-year-
old major league baseball rookie.   
 
Four-time NASCAR champion, Jeff Gordon, shared his 
thoughts on the parallels of the successful teamwork of a 
championship NASCAR team and that of a Culver’s restaurant.   
 
The convention was a great chance to meet with all of the great   
folks that make up the Culver’s family. 

 L-R:  Mark Maurer, Oreo, Craig Culver 

L-R: Jim Hatt, President; Bob Braun, VP Engineering;  
Scott Ziarnik, VP Operations; Kory Brockman, VP Finance 
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CONGRATULATIONS KRIS!   
                  

 
Kris DeBruine, located in our 
Sheboygan office, has recently been 
promoted to Assistant Vice President 
and Credit Manager.  In her new 
position, Kris manages the credit 
process for all three Heartland 
Business Bank locations along with 
monitoring government guaranteed 
lending activity.    
 
Kris joined Heartland Business Bank 
in 1999 in the Credit Administration 
Department.  Since then, Kris has 
been active in Government 

Guaranteed Lending Programs, both for the US Small Business 
Administration and the US Department of Agriculture’s 
Business and Industry Loan Programs.  She is a member of and 
has taken many classes from the National Association of 
Government Guaranteed Lenders (NAGGL).   
 
Kris received her Bachelor of Arts Degree with highest honors 
from Lakeland College majoring in accounting, marketing, and 
business administration and minoring in economics.   
 
When she’s not at work, Kris enjoys spending time with her 
husband, Tom and two children, Matthew and Alyssa.   She is 
involved in the Sheboygan community as the Board Chairperson 
for the Sheboygan Falls YMCA and member of the Sheboygan 
County YMCA board.   She is also the past Chairperson for the 
Sheboygan County Red Cross and is active in coaching youth 
sports programs and mentoring in her church’s youth group 
ministry. 
 
 
   

WELCOME JESSICA 
 

 
Jessica Keller recently joined 
Heartland Business Bank in the 
Credit Administration department, 
where she is a spring/summer 
intern.  Jessica assists with 
underwriting, financial analysis 
and other underwriting tasks, 
thereby getting real life work 
experience in her chosen field. 
She is currently a senior at 
Oostburg High School and plans 
on attending UW Whitewater in 
the fall to major in accounting.   
Jessica is involved in music and 
sports (volleyball and basketball) 

at school.  Please join us in welcoming Jessica to our team! 
 
 
 

 
Mark your calendars… 
 
Heartland Business Bank will again be hosting the two-day 
seminar, Managing and Financing Independent Business.  
Here’s what some of last year’s attendees said about their 
experience: 
 
“ (The) instructor was very interesting with real life examples 
from his experiences.  (He) gave perspectives from ‘both sides’  
of the table: bank & customer.”  
 
“Very enjoyable -- made finance fun.”  
 
“ I’ ve been to several seminars; this is the first where I really feel 
I learned something useful.  I intend to send our Business 
Manager and perhaps other office staff to future offerings of this 
seminar.”  

 
I t’ s not too ear ly to make your  reservations!  Contact Carol 
Brazzale at 920-803-6001 or cbrazzale@thehbb.com for more 
information.                              

 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

·  Sheboygan, WI   800-793-6001 or 920-803-6000 
·  Green Bay, WI   877-983-5001 or 920-983-5000 
·  Boston, MA   888-465-4620 or 978-465-4620 
  

We appreciate your  comments!  I f you would prefer  to 
receive our  “ Business Update”  via e-mail or  to be taken off 
the mailing list, please call toll free 1-877-983-5001, fax (920) 
983-2980 or  e-mail: par tner@thehbb.com 

 

 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fr i Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
 
7 
 

8 9 10 11 12 13 
 

14 
 

15 16 17 

      
20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 
 

28 
 

29 30 
 

31 
 

    


