Business Update

MANUFACTURER SYNONYMOUSWITH
DISTINCTION

Northport of St. Cloud, manufacturers of Mirrocraft aluminum
fishing and skiing boats, was a nominee for the Manufacturing
Awards of Distinction Small Business Category (1-100
employees) held at the KI Center in Green Bay, WI. Heartland
Business Bank has been a co-sponsor of this event for the past 4
years.

The company, located in Gillett, Wisconsin, has had a
successful 22-year history and has continually shown their
dedication to the community and to their employees futures.
Unlike other businesses in rural Wisconsin that have relocated
or closed, management has made a strong commitment to
remain in the Gillett community helping the local economy.

Craig Aderhold, Heartland Business, and Northport of St. Cloud’s management
team - Roger Belongia, Dave Boettcher, Gordon Brown, and Clint Lee

PROMOTIONSAT HEARTLAND BUSINESS BANK

Eric Manke was promoted to Vice President and Credit
Manager of Heartland Business Bank. Eric
oversees the credit and government
guaranteed loan departments within our
organization. Pam Dekker was promoted
to Senior Vice President and Chief
Operations Officer. Pam is a Business
Banker and is responsible for and oversees
the treasury management and operational
functions of the Bank.

Both Pam and Eric are located in the
Sheboygan office and were part of the
founding team of Heartland Business Bank
(formerly known as Wisconsin Business
Bank) joining usin 1999.

CONGRATULATIONS ERIC AND PAM!

WISCONSIN BUSINESS SURVIVES FLORIDA
HURRICANESAND THRIVES!

A picture is worth a thousand words, and by this picture you can
see that the 2004 hurricane season was devastating to more than
just  Florida

businesses

and residents.

One of our

clients, WEL

Companies,

Inc., was in

the process of

acquiring this

property in Winter Haven, Florida when the storms hit and
severely damaged one of the buildings as shown in the photo
above. WEL Companies and Heartland Business Bank
partnered to obtain a long-term financing package utilizing the
USDA B&l (Business & Industry) program. Both WEL
Companies and Heartland Business Bank were very satisfied
with the timely approval response received from the USDA
office in Gainesville, Florida. Our application was submitted
during the peak of the hurricane season when their
communication lines were down and we still received excellent
service!

Bruce and Randy Tielens formed WEL Companies, Inc. in
1975. They operate with a national fleet of 225 trucks and 300
refrigerated trailers. The company hauls temperature controlled
freight in both “less than load” (LTL) and full truckload
capacities throughout the United States. The company also
operates a warehouse and distribution division. Their corporate
headquarters are located in DePere, Wisconsin with additional
operating locations in Pennsylvania, Florida, Illinois, Texas,
Georgia, California, and New Jersey.
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CREATIVE FINANCING PACKAGE
FOR S& M TOOL, INC. ACQUISITION

Heartland Business Bank and Craig Aderhold, Market President
of NE Wisconsin, would like to introduce S&M Tool, Inc.

Located in Green Bay, Wisconsin, S&M Tool, Inc. is a minority
owned company that operates as a machine shop specializing in
computer numerical control (CNC) machining of metal castings,
plastics and other types of materials. The company, founded in
1982, was recently purchased by Jim Fuss and Joe Leiterman.
Jim had been employed by S & M Tool, Inc. for 18 years and
Joe previously worked for a local gear manufacturer. S&M
attributes their success to their ability to provide a quality
product in conjunction with quicker response times. After
taking ownership, they plan on adding on a gear department
which only enhance their philosophy of "one stop” shopping for
their customers. Jim and Joe anticipate this will increase sales
with current S& M customers and open doors for new customers.
The company employs ten people.

Joe Leiterman Jim Fuss

Jim and Joe are graduates of Urban Hope's Business School and
received the Certificate of Entrepreneurial Development. They
where locally recognized as the 400" graduates of the Urban
Hope program.

S & M Tooal, Inc. worked with Heartland Business Bank’s team
to implement a creative long-term strategy to finance the
purchase of their new business and to provide depository and
cash management services. Heartland Business Bank welcomes
S& M Tool, Inc. asanew partner.

Best wishes, Jim and Joe, for continued success!

BUSINESS QUOTE

“Even if you are on the right track, you'll get run over if you
just sit there.”
-Will Rogers-

INTERESTED IN GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
OPPORTUNITIES?

SBA Sponsors....Business M atchmaking Events!

Business Matching is a partnership between the U.S. Small
Business Administration (SBA) and Hewlett Packard, matching
small companies with federal, state, and local government
agencies as well as large corporations that have actual contract
opportunities for products and services offered by smaller
companies. The program’s goal isto stimulate jobs and growth
for small business by taking advantage of opportunities that are
normally relegated to distinct geographical areas such as the
Washington DC Beltway or the city where a major corporation
is located. The 2005 business matchmaking event schedule is
detailed below. Visit www.businessmatchmaking.com for more
information.

March 23-24, 2005 — Nashville, Tennesee
April 26, 2005 — Washington D.C.

June 7-8, 2005 — Los Angeles, California
September 14, 2005 — Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Business Opportunities in Government Sector (BOGS)
Forum

Any smal business interested in government contract
opportunities should think about attending the Business
Opportunities in the Government Sector forum being held April
19, 2005, in Madison, Wisconsin. Opportunities to meet
vendors seeking to improve their supplier diversity activities
will be available. This forum is hosted by the Wisconsin
Department of Administration at the Monona Terrace
Convention Center. For more details and to register visit
www.matcmadison.edu/bpac/bogs

WISCONSIN MANUFACTURING MATTERS!

We are proud to announce our continued commitment as a co-
sponsor of Wisconsin Manufacturing Extension Partnership’s
(WMEP) Manufacturing Mattersl Conference for the 5"
consecutive year. This year's conference is themed "Unleash
Y our Potential" and will be held at the Midwest Airlines Center,
Milwaukee, WI on May 17th, 2005. Keynote speakers are
Robert Tucker, President of The Innovation Resource, and
Gus Whalen of Alexis Playsafe. Attendees will be able to select
from 30 conference workshop topics that are designed to
provide strategies and methods for manufacturing companies to
improve sales and profitability. Vist WMEP® website at
www.wmep.org for conference details.

We appreciate your comments! If you would prefer to
receive our “Business Update’ via e-mail or to be taken off
the mailing list, please call toll free 1-877-983-5001, fax (920)
983-2980 or e-mail: partner @thehbb.com
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