Finalists picked for entrepreneur award

Winners in seven categories will be announced June 26 from the regional finalists at 24 companies
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Leaders of 24 Wisconsin companies - from an ambulance firm to a steel manufacturer to a pharmaceutical development outfit - have been named regional finalists for 2003 Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year awards.

One winner from each of seven categories will be announced at a banquet June 26 at the Midwest Airlines Center and will become eligible for national Entrepreneur of the Year honors.

Here are the finalists in the following categories:

Consumer and business services:
Craig B. Adelman, president and chief executive officer, Adelman Travel Group. Based in Glendale, the firm is one of the country's 25 largest travel agencies and a specialist in managing corporate travel.

Michael Krueger, president, Lifestar Emergency Medical Services, a West Bend ambulance and medical van business Krueger started at 19.

Janelle E. Koren, president and founder of Locate Staffing Inc., a growing Sheboygan staffing company begun in 1999.

Chris Schmus, president, CEO and owner, ProDriver Leasing Systems Inc., a Greenfield firm that supplies commercial drivers on a temporary or permanent basis.

Financial services:
Brian J. Wickert, president and managing owner, accunetmortgage.com LLC, a rapidly growing, 31/2-year-old retail mortgage lender based in Butler.

Deloris Sims, president, Legacy Bank Inc., a Milwaukee bank organized and managed by African-American women.

Russell J. Schuler, chairman, and Kevin Tenpas, president, Wisconsin Business Bank, a Sheboygan bank that ranked fourth in the country last year in originating U.S. Department of Agriculture rural development loans.

Information technology:
Craig S. Schiefelbein, president and CEO, Paragon Development Systems Inc., an Oconomowoc computer manufacturer and technology resources management company.

Terence F. Kelly, president, Weather Central Inc., a Madison firm that has introduced three-dimensional weather graphics and animation systems used by more than 300 television broadcast facilities.

William R. Haack, chairman and CEO, and James R. Mueller, president and chief operating officer, Zywave Inc., a Milwaukee provider of technology products and services to insurance brokerage firms.

Life sciences/health services:
Hector F. DeLuca, president and CEO, Deltanoid Pharmaceuticals, a Madison research and pharmaceutical development firm focusing on vitamin D compounds.

Gregory J. Borca, chief executive officer, and Craig R. Kasten, chairman, Doral Dental USA LLC, a Mequon company that creates and administers dental programs for HMOs and state governments.

Yvonne Mayberry, chief executive officer, Midwest Dental Inc., a Mondovi firm that operates 27 dental offices in Wisconsin and one in Minnesota.

John F. Dohmen, president and CEO, The F. Dohmen Co., Germantown, the country's fifth-largest, full-line pharmaceutical distributor.

Manufacturing:
Appleton employees represented by Douglas P. Buth, chief executive officer. The specialty coated paper manufacturer, formerly known as Appleton Papers Inc., was purchased by its employees in 2001.

John A. Mellowes, CEO and chairman, Charter Manufacturing, a Mequon-based manufacturer of steel rod, bar, components and shapes used in automotive and other industries.

Stuart Varner, president, Randy Brookens, vice president and general manager, Lester Gaunt, vice president, and Mark Schaap, treasurer, of Non-Metallic Components Inc., a Poynette-based maker of injection molded plastic products.

James M. Lindenberg, president and majority owner, World Class Wire & Cable Inc., a New Berlin manufacturer of electrical and electronic wire, cable, tubing and sleeving.

Hospitality, real estate and construction:
David P. Simon, president, Don Simon Homes Inc., a Madison home-building company named "America's Best Builder" this year by Builder magazine.

Dirk J. Debbink, president, MSI General, a design-build general contracting firm based in Oconomowoc.

Jeff Ball, president, Jill Ball, vice president, and Dan Petersen, vice president, Wisconsin Built Inc., a Deerfield woodworking company that makes custom casework and fixtures.

Retail and consumer products:
John E. Wall, chairman, Demco Inc., a Madison manufacturer and distributor of books, library furniture, library supplies and school supplies that has an independent board of seven outside directors.

Andrew S. Palmen, president, Palmen Motors, Kenosha, the largest car dealer in Racine and Kenosha counties.

William D. Morales, president and CEO, Tracer Corp., Milwaukee, which provides parts and services to the commercial aviation industry.

An independent panel of judges selected the finalists.

Started in the Milwaukee office of Ernst & Young in 1986, the Entrepreneur of the Year program has expanded to more than 150 cities and 35 countries.

Last year, Herbert V. Kohler Jr., chairman, CEO and president of Kohler Co., Kohler, was a national winner.

Professional services firm Ernst & Young produces the Entrepreneur of the Year program. Wisconsin co-sponsors are Godfrey & Kahn, LaSalle Bank and the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.
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